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adjust civil penalties with respect to 
aviation enforcement. 

(u) In coordination with the Under 
Secretary, to carry out the duties of 
the Secretary under Executive Orders 
12866 and 13563 to establish the value of 
statistical life in connection with as-
sessing the costs and benefits of De-
partmental regulatory action. 

(v) Approve the initiation of regu-
latory action, as defined in E.O. 12866, 
by Secretarial offices and Operating 
Administrations in the event that the 
Deputy Secretary is absent or other-
wise unavailable to exercise such au-
thority (see § 1.23(h)). 

§ 1.27a Delegations to the Career Dep-
uty General Counsel. 

The career Deputy General Counsel is 
delegated authority to: 

(a) Serve as the Department’s Des-
ignated Agency Ethics Official in ac-
cordance with 5 CFR 2638.202; 

(b) Serve as the Department’s Dis-
pute Resolution Specialist pursuant to 
section 3(b) of the Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Act of 1996, Public Law 104– 
320, 5 U.S.C. App.; and 

(c) Serve as the Department’s Chief 
FOIA Officer under 5 U.S.C. 552(j). 

§ 1.27b Delegations to the Assistant 
General Counsel for General Law. 

The Assistant General Counsel for 
General Law is delegated authority to 
serve as the Department’s Alternate 
Agency Ethics Official in accordance 
with 5 CFR 2638.202. 

§ 1.30 Assistant Secretaries. 
(a) In performing their functions, the 

Assistant Secretaries are responsible 
for continuing liaison and coordination 
among themselves and with the Oper-
ating Administrations to: 

(1) Avoid unnecessary duplication of 
effort by or in conflict with the per-
formance of similar activities by the 
Operating Administrations and the 
other Assistant Secretaries pursuant 
to their Secretarial delegations of au-
thority or other legal authorities; and 

(2) Assure that the views of the Oper-
ating Administrations are considered 
in developing departmental policies, 
plans, and proposals. The Assistant 
Secretaries are also available to assist, 
as appropriate, the Operating Adminis-

trations in implementing departmental 
policy and programs. As primary staff 
advisors to the Secretary, the Assist-
ant Secretaries are concerned with 
transportation matters of the broadest 
scope, including modal, intermodal, 
and other matters of Secretarial inter-
est. 

(b) There are exceptions to the nor-
mal staff role described in paragraph 
(a) of this section. In selected in-
stances, the Secretary has specifically 
delegated to Assistant Secretaries au-
thority which they may exercise on the 
Secretary’s behalf. 

§ 1.31 Assistant Secretary for Trans-
portation Policy. 

The Assistant Secretary for Trans-
portation Policy provides policy advice 
to the Secretary, the Deputy Sec-
retary, and the Under Secretary. The 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Transportation Policy is responsible 
for: public policy development, coordi-
nation, and evaluation for all aspects 
of transportation, except in the areas 
of aviation and international affairs, 
with the goal of making the Nation’s 
transportation resources function as an 
integrated national system; evaluation 
of private transportation sector oper-
ating and economic issues; evaluation 
of public transportation sector oper-
ating and economic issues; regulatory 
and legislative initiatives and review; 
energy, environmental, disability, and 
safety policy and program development 
and review; and transportation infra-
structure assessment and review. For 
delegations to the Assistant Secretary 
for Transportation Policy, see 
§ 1.25a(a). 

§ 1.32 Assistant Secretary for Aviation 
and International Affairs. 

The Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Aviation and International Affairs 
is responsible for policy development, 
coordination, and evaluation of issues 
involving aviation, as well as inter-
national issues involving all areas of 
transportation; private sector evalua-
tion; international transportation and 
transport-related trade policy and 
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